SOy The Other Side of

American Life

Main Idea
Not everyone in the United States pros-
pered during the nation’s postwar boom,
as millions of minarities and rural whites
struggled daily with poverty.

Key Terms and Names
poverty line, Michael Harrington, urban
renewal, Bracero program, termination
policy, juvenile delinquency

Preview of Events

1953

Federal government institutes termination

policy directed at Native Americans

Reading Strategy

Taking Notes As you read about social
problems in the United States in the 1950s,
use the major headings of the section to
create an outline similar to the one below.

The Other Side of American Life
I Poverty Amidst Prosperity
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1955 1959
Rudolf Flesch’s Why Johnny
Can't Read published

A Raisin in the Sun
opens on Broadway

Reading Objectives

« Identify those groups that found them:
selves left out of the American eco-
nomic boom following World War Il.

« Explain the factors that contributed to
the poverty among various groups.

Section Theme

Continuity and Change For some
groups, poverty continued during the
apparent abundance of the 1950s.

1962

Michael Harrington's The
Other America published
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Lorraine Hansberry
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An American Story
—_—

In 1959 Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in the Sun, opened on Broadway. The play
told the story of a working-class African American family struggling against poverty and
racism. The title referred to a Langston Hughes poem that wonders what happens to an unre-
alized dream: “Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?” Hansberry’s play won the New York
Brama Critics Circle Award for the best play of the year. Reflecting later upon the play's
theme, she wrote:

@@Vulgarity, blind conformity, and mass lethargy need not triumph in the land of Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass. . . . There is simply no reason why dreams should dry up like raisins
or prunes or anything else in the United States. . . . | believe that we can impose beauty on
our future. ®®

—adapted from 7o Be Young, Gifted, and Black

Poverty Amidst Prosperity

The booming 1950s saw a tremendous expansion of the middle class. In 1950, about
1 in 3 Americans were poor. By 1959, only 1 in 5 were poor. Despite these dramatic
gains, about 30 million people still lived below the poverty line, a figure set by the gov-
ernment to reflect the minimum income required to support a family. Such poverty




remained invisible to most Americans, who assumed
that the country’s general prosperity had provided
everyone with a comfortable existence. The writer
Michael Harrington, however, made no such
assumptions. During the 1950s, Harrington set out to
chronicle poverty in the United States. In his book,
The Other America, published in 1962, he alerted those
in the mainstream to what he saw in the run-down
and hidden communities of the country:

w@Tens of millions of Americans are, at this very
moment, maimed in body and spirit, existing at levels
beneath those necessary for human decency. If these
people are not starving, they are hungry, and some-
times fat with hunger, for that is what cheap foods
do. They are without adequate housing and educa-
tion and medical care. ®®

—from The Other America

The poor included singie mothers and the elderly;
minority immigrants such as Puerto Ricans and
Mexicans, rural Americans, black and white; and
inner city residents, who remnained stuck in crowded
slums as wealthier citizens fled to the suburbs.
Poverty also gripped many Americans in the nation’s
Appalachian region, which stretches from
Pennsylvania to Georgia, as well as Native
Americans, many of whom endured grinding
poverty whether they stayed on reservations or
migrated to cities.

ECONOMICS

The Decline of the Inner City The poverty in the
1950s was most apparent in the nation’s urban cen-
ters. As white families meved to the suburbs, many
inner cities became home to poorer, less educated
minority groups. The centers of many cities deterio-
raked, because as the middle class moved out, their
tax money went with them. This deprived inner cities
of the tax dollars necessary to provide adequate pub-
lic transportation, heusing, and other services.
When government tried to help inner city resi-
Jents, it often made matters worse. During the 1950s,
for example, nrban renewal programs tried to elimi-
nate poverty by tearing down slums and erecting new
high-rise buildings for poor residents. The crowded,
monymous conditions of these high-rise projects,
nowever, often created an atmosphere of viclence.
The government also unwittingly encouraged the res-
idents of public housing to remain poor by evicting
them as soon as they began to earn any money.

In the end, urban renewal programs actually
destroyed more housing space than they created. Too

often in the name of urban improvement, the
wrecking ball destroyed poor people’s homes to
make way for roadways, parks, universities, tree-
lined boulevards, or shopping centers.

African Americans Many of the citizens left behind
in the cities as families fled to the suburbs were
African American. The large number of African
American inner city residents resulted largely from the
migration of more than 3 million African Americans
from the South to the North between 1940 and 1960.

Many African Americans had migrated in the
hopes of finding greater economic epportunity and
escaping violence and racial intimidation. For many
of these migrants, however, life proved to be little
better in Northern cities. Fewer and fewer jobs were
available as numerous factories and mills left the
cities for suburbs and smaller towns in order to cut
their costs. Long-standing patterns of racial discrimi-
nation in schools, housing, hiring, and salaries in the
North kept inner-city African Americans poor. The
last hired and the first fired for good jobs, they often
remained stuck in the worst-paying occupations. In
1958 African American salaries, on average, equaled
only 51 percent of what whites earned.

i'-}‘ff"mrirzg History

Inmer-City Poverty This young Afican American girl in Chicago's inner
city struggles to fill a bowl with water that has frozen due to lack of heat,

Wiy did the numbers of poor in the country’s inner cities grow in the
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Writing a Journal

Why Learn This Skill?

Journal writing is personal writing with a casual
style. The style in which you write is not as impor-
tant as what you write about—your experiences,
interests, and feelings. Journal writing can help you
generate new ideas, and it can also give you a
clearer picture of your thoughts and help you put
them in order.

Learning the Skill

Ajournal is a written account that records what
you have learned or experienced. In a journal you
can express your feelings about a subject, surmnma-
rize key topics, describe difficulties or successes in
solving particular problems, and draw maps or
other visuals. To help you get started writing in
your journal, follow these steps.

* Jot down notes or questions about a specific topic
or event as you read vour textbook. Then look for
details and answers about it as you continue
reading.

* Describe your feelings as you read a selection or
look at a photograph. Are you angry, happy, frus-
trated, or sad? Explain why vou are reacting in

thousands of eyes following it, the rocket dug into
the night and accelerated as its sound loudened.
Spectators on nearby beaches pointed and craned
their necks and cried, ‘There it is!” and began to
cheer.”

@ What is particularly interesting about this
description?

© What are your feelings as you read the excerpt?

© Note the descriptive phrases and details that
make the event come to life. Try to use similar
techniques when writing in your journal.

@ Draw a map or other visual te help you under-
stand the situation described here.

. . Cever from a (
this way. .

4 World War IT I

» Ask yourself if drawing a map or flowchart journal | 'I

would help you understand an event better. If so,
draw in your journal.

Skills Assessment !

Complete the Practicing Skills questions on page
713 and the Chapter 22 5kill Reinforcement

Practicing the Skill Activity to assess your mastery of this skill. '
The following excerpt is a journal entry describ- | |

ing the launching of the nation’s first satellite in I

1958. Read the excerpt, and then use the following Applying the Skill

questions to help you write entries in your own Writing a Journal Imagine that you have had the

journal. chance to take part in a great adventure—for instance,
“As the firing command neared, a deadly silence serving in the armed forces during a war overseas or
fell on those who were watching. . . . At fourteen participating in a spaceflight. Make notes for a journal il

and one-half seconds after time zero, after the
priming fuel had ignited almost invisibly, the main
stage engine came to life with an immeasurable
thrust of flame in all directions. . . . With

entry describing what you have done and seen. !

. Glencoe’s Skillbuilder Interactive Workbook ! |
CD-ROM, Level 2, provides instruction and il

practice in key social studies skills.




CHAPTER

ASSESSMENT and ACTIVITIES

REUiEWng Ke}t Terms 20. How did the scientific discovery of the transistor affect

o L’

. ications?
On a sheet of paper, use each of these terms in a sentence. commumcataons.
‘ 21. Which groups of Americans found themselves left out of the
1. closed shop 9. franchise postwar economic boom?
2. right-to-work law 10. baby boom . o
3. union shop 11. generation gap Critical Thmlung
4. featherbedding 12. poverty line 22. Analyzing Themes: Continvity and Change How has mass
o ' media changed since the 1950s?
5. dynamic conservatism 13. urban renewal i . . )
ol g B 23. Evaluating What factors led to a rise in juvenile delinquency
6. white-collar 14. termination policy in the United States during the 1950s?
7. blue-callar 15. juvenle delinguency 24, Comparing and Contrasting Harry S Truman was a
8. multinational carporation Democrat, and Dwight D. Eisenhower was a Republican. How
were the domestic agendas of these two presidents different?

RE"-‘iEWiI‘Ig Key Facts How were they similar?

16. Identify: GI Bill, Fair Deal, ohn Kenneth Galbraith, David 25. Interpreting Primary Sources George Gallup, one of the
Riesman, Ed Sullivan, Alan Freed, Elvis Presley, Jack Kerouac, nation’s first pallsters, spoke at the University of lowa in 1953
Michael Harrington about the importance of mass media in the United States.

. Read the excerpt and answer the questions that follow.

17. What were three characteristics of the economy of the o
United States after World War II? @ = 0ne of the real threats to America’s future place in

18. What were two reasons for the economic boom of the the world is a citizenry which duly elects to be enter-
155057 tained and not informed. From the time the typical citi-

19. What caused many Americans to move to the suburbs in the zen arises and looks at his morning newspaper until he
195057 turns off his radio or television set before going to bed,

Chapter Summary

Signs of Prosperity Signs of Inequality

» The Gl Bill provided loans to millions of war « Workers went on strike for higher wages.
Economy veterans, . . « Truman’s civil rights bill did not pass.
+ Consumer spending increased rapidly. « Eisenhower cut back New Deal programs.
* More Americans owned homes than ever before,
« Tha U.S. population grew.dramatically. « Financially able peopte moved from crowded
Population | . The number of working women increased. cities to new suburbs.
Patterns * Many poor people remained in cities that now
faced major economic and social problems.
* Medical breakthroughs included the polio = Many poor people in inner cities and rural
S vaccine, antibiotics, and treatments for heart areas had limited access to health care
cience, : _ i
disease, arthntis, cancer, and diabetes.
Technology,

* Impravements in communication,
transportation,and electronics allowed
Americans to work more efficiently.

and Medicine

* Popular culture included new forms of music, = African Americans and other minorities were,
Popular radio, cinema, and literature. for the most part, not depicted on television.
Culture = Television replaced radio as the nation's newest « Many television programs promoted

form of mass media. stereotypical gender roles.
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Self-Check Quiz

Visit the American Republic Since 1877 Web site at
iarvol? slencoe.com and click on Seff-Check Quizzes—
Chapter 22 to assess your knowledge of chapter content.

e

26.

he has unwittingly cast his vote a hundred times for
entertainment or for education. Without his knowing it,
he has helped to determine the very character of our
three most important media of communication—the
press, radio, and television. . . . 2%
—quoted in Vital Speeches of the Day
a. According to Gallup, what is a threat to the future of the
United States in the world?
b. How do American citizens determine what is read, seen,
and heard in the mass media?

Organizing Use a graphic organizer similar to the one
below to list the changes to the American family during the
1950s.

Changes to American Family

Practicing Skills
7.

Writing a Journal Imagine that you are Dr. Jonas Salk, and
you realize that you have just discovered the world's first
successful polio vaccine. Write a journal enfry that describes
how you feel about this accomplishment and what impact it
will have on the world.

Writing Activity
18,

Writing a Book Report Read one of the books about
American society in the 1950s, such as Why Johnny Can’t
Read ar The Other America. Write a book report explaining
the main concepts of the book and whether or not the issues
are similar to or different from the main issues in American
society today.

Chapter Activities
29.

American History Primary Source Document Library
CD-ROM Read the speech “On Television” by Newton
Minow, under The Postwar Worfd. Working with a few of
your classmates, evaluate whether television has improved
since Minow's critical assessment. Has television content
changed since the 1950s? If s0, how? Present your findings
and comparisons to your class.

" Suburban Dwellers, 1910—1980

Percent of Total Population

1910 1920 1930 1940 195G 1960 1970 1980
Year
Sowrce: The First Measured Century.

30. Research Project Work with a small group to research
advertisements from the 1950s, Write a report comparing
and contrasting advertisements from that decade with adver-
tisements today. Present one or more of the advertisements
along with your comparisons to your class.

Geography and History

31. The graph above shows the number of suburban dwellers in
the United States as a percentage of the total population.
Study the data displayed in the graph and answer the ques-
tions below.

a. Interpreting Graphs What trend in the percentage of
suburban dwellers does this graph show?

b. Understanding Cause and Effect How might the trend
of suburban dwellers shown on this graph have affected
life in suburbs and cities?

The
Cee)  BEAKS
: ' . Test Practice

Directions: Choose the phrase that best
completes the following statement.

Which of the following did the Eisenhower administration
work to achieve?

F Fixing wage and price controls

G Defeating the Federal Highway Act
H Repealing right-to-work faws

] Extending the Social Security system

Test-Taking Tip: Pay careful attention to the wording of the
question. Note that three of the four answer choices were
not part of Eisenhower’s programs.
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